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Welcome to our 
first newsletter 
of 2010.   

 

I believe we are 
entering into an 
interesting pe-
riod for Weed 
Science as a 
whole.  Our sci-

entific interests have expanded well 
beyond traditional weed manage-
ment to include areas focusing on 
economic and social challenges.  
Environmental health and food safety 
and quality have become greater 
concerns by Canadians and we need 
to address these issues. As a result, 
our research endeavors have broad-
ened to include such topics as biofu-
els and bioenergy, herbicide tech-
nologies, weed and pollen dispersal, 
weed/crop competition, cultural prac-
tices and  biological control while in-
tegrating them into weed manage-
ment systems.  We are also witness-
ing changes in the way that research 
operates.  More extensive collabora-
tions and teams are developing 
amongst academia, government re-
search institutions, and industry be-
cause we cannot address these is-
sues alone.  We need to embrace 
this new vision while demonstrating 

the relevance of Weed Science in 
agriculture. 
 

A year ago, through the initiative of 
Clarence Swanton and followed by 
Tom Wolf, CWSS-SCM initiated a 
strategic plan for the society and we 
have put some of the elements of the 
plan into action.  The Board will con-
tinue to implement this plan this year 
and in future years.  One of our cur-
rent goals is to increase awareness 
of our activities outside of CWSS-
SCM and to encourage collabora-
tions with groups/societies where we 
have common interests.  As a start, 
Tom Wolf attended the Invasive 
Plants Council of B.C. where he set 
up an information booth and at-
tended a Directors' meeting.  For 
more information about this meeting, 
check out page 14 of this newsletter. 
 

The Board is also working diligently 
to improve our communications with 
CWSS-SCM members. Newsletters 
and emails from the Board are one 
way we will be providing information. 
Another of our main goals this year is 
to continue with our plan to improve 
the website.  Many changes were 
made to the website in 2009 and we 
intend to increase its capabilities and 
usability. 
 

At this time we have many people to 
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Kris in Florida at WSSA conference  

CWSS-SCM Student Profile ðKris McNaughton  

years at McMaster helped me re-
alize that although I wanted to 
continue my education I also 
wanted to switch gears slightly 
and return to my roots in Agricul-
ture.  Luckily for me, Dr. François 
Tardif from the University of 
Guelph agreed to accept me as a 
M.Sc. student.  During my Mas-
ters research I identified point 
mutations in the ALS gene confer-
ring resistance to Group II herbi-
cides in redroot and green pig-
weed.  Assuming I was finished 
with my formal education I began 
work as a Weed Science Techni-
cian in the Horticultural Weeds 
Research group at Ridgetown 
Campus with Dr. Darren Robin-
son.  Here, my informal education 
began; I needed to expand past 
my cash crop upbringing and 
quickly learn about vegetable 
crop management.  It was a chal-
lenging, but fun learning curve! 
In the fall of 2008, my óitchô to fur-
ther my education coincided with 
Dr. Robinsonôs desire to take on 
the challenge of a PhD student.  
For my research I am examining 
the effect of a herbicide drift 
event, such as glyphosate, fol-

lowed by an in-crop herbicide ap-
plication of metribuzin on proc-
essing tomato.  In these situa-
tions, pronounced injury beyond 
that which is expected, is some-
times observed.  We believe the 
accentuated injury may result 
from differential herbicide absorp-
tion or translocation due to cumu-
lative stress caused by the two 
herbicides being applied within a 
short timeframe. 
 
In my free time I enjoy leading girl 
guides, travelling to interesting 
destinations, and exploring the 
outdoors.   

We welcome Kris McNaughton to 
the CWSS-SCM board as the 

Graduate Student Representative  

Tomato following 180 g ae/ha simu-

lated glyphosate drift followed by 250 g 

ai/ha metribuzin. 

I grew up on a small cash crop 
and cow/calf farm just outside of 
Kippen, Ontario.  Being interested 
in science and wanting to stretch 
my wings a bit, I completed my 
Bachelors of Science at McMaster 
University in Biochemistry.  Four 

we say goodbye to these Board 
members, we welcome new 
members:  Bill Summers, Kris 
McNaughton, and Allan Kaastra. 
 

My special thanks goes to Jerry 
Ivany for all his hard work to or-
ganize a successful CWSS-SCM 
Annual Meeting in Charlottetown.  
Jerry effectively obtained the 
support and initiative of his local 
arrangements committee as well 

as Board members when 
needed.  We look forward to this 
yearôs meeting in Regina which is 
currently well into the planning 
stages by our two co-chairs:  
Clark Brenzil and Rick Holm. 

 

                           --Sue Boyetchko 
                         President, CWSS 

thank for their hard work for 
CWSS-SCM: our outgoing past-
president Clarence Swanton, 
who has spent four years working 
on the Board to further its goals 
and recommendations; our first 
graduate student representative, 
Emily Green-Tracewicz; and to 
Marie-Josée Simard, our Mem-
ber-at-Large (East) for her many 
contributions to CWSS-SCM. As 


